Keeping the community linked with up to date announcements, initiatives ar

links Autism Specibc.

1 Issue No. 19; Summer 2004

¢ Announcements

™ We have moved!!

¢ Early Intervention Funding Announcement
Information
€ Autism VictoriaOs New Opening Hours

- Membership Drive

™ Scroll down for more information and to see the Invitation to
7 Autism VictoriaOs Open Night and Award Ceremony

Upcoming Events

[JPositive Partnerships - 2 Day workshop and Information Sessions for Parents and Carers. Link:
! www.autismtraining.com.au

[JOlga Tennison Autism Research Centre - Early Start Denver Model Introduced by Prof. Sally Rogers
from UC Davis (USA) - See the attached Ryer.

[JAdolescents and Couples Seminar

With Professor Tony Attwood and Dr. Isabelle Henault
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Of Autism Victoria

This is just a reminder that Autism Victoria has moved from 35 High Street, Glen Iris to new
premises.

The details of the move are:

New Address: 24 Drummond Street
Carlton
New Phone: 03 9657 1600

Opening hours: 9.00am to 6.00pm
Monday to Friday

9.00am to 2.00pm
1st Saturday of each month

PLEASE NOTE

The new opening hours are to assist families to access the
resource library and to speak to staff outside of normal business
hours. The Saturday will be trialled for the next 6 months and if
it proves to be popular Autism Victoria will consider extending
this service to the 39 Saturday of each month

New Staff and New eSpectrum format!

Over the past 3 months, Autism Victoria has grown substantially in growth in
facilities, programs and staff numbers. This is an exciting time for Autism
Victoria as we continue to service families and the Autism Community and

move forward with new projects and services. More on this in the Spectrum

magazine (Available to AV Subscribers)

"I ] ] ] i ] ] ] ] ]
LInkS to Share
I Xk Come visit our website for updates on announcements and documentation as they arise!
www.autismvictoria.org.au I
] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ]
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Open Day and Presentation of Awards

The Board of Governance of Autism Victoria has much pleasure in extending an invitation to all
members of Autism Victoria to join them in celebrating the move of Autism Victoria to new|
premises.

This will be an opportunity for members to tour the new premises, meet the staff and the Board of|
Governance members.

It will also be an opportunity to be part of the presentation of a Life Membership award to Dr.
Joan Curtis and an Exemplary Service award to Dr. Lawrence Bartak.

The Invitation details are:
Date: Wednesday the 18t February, 2009
Time: 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Address: 24 Drummond Street, Carlton

The agenda for the open day is:
4.00pm Group Tours of the building
5.00pm Welcome by the Chairperson, Autism Victoria Dr. Bruce Tonge
5.10pm The future of Autism Victoria — CEO Murray Dawson-Smith

5.20pm Presentation of awards to: Dr. Joan Curtis (Life Membership)
Dr. Lawrence Bartak (Exemplary Service)

6.00pm Close

FOR YOUR MIND!
The next edition of eSpectrum will contain a report outlined by the Royal Australasian
College of Physicians. The article explains the role of a Pediatrician in the diagnosis and
assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders in Australia. :

We need you!! - C+3'R"3%*'084*"%2#%5'7855&'7#SS23T'U'
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Dear Parents of Children aged between 6-7 years.

On the following page is a press release from the De  partment of Families,
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) outlining
changes to the Helping Children with Autism  program and in particular potential ly
new funding options for families of Children aged between 6 and 7 years.

The press release suggests that many families of 6 -7 yr old children may now be
eligible for funding under the  Helping Children with Autism  program if they ¢ an
demonstrate OSpecial CircumstancesO to the Autism Advisor. This suggests the
Autism A dvisor has significant discretion in the process . However, this is not the
case. FaHCSIA have set criteria and the Autism Advi sors are obliged to follow
this structu re when assessing eligibility within ~ a OSpecial CircumstancesO claim .

We would encourage families to contact the Autism Advisors to determine the ir
eligibility however we would also  ask families to please appreciate the Autism
Advisors are required to com ply with the criteria as set by FaHCSIA

This may mean that some families may not be eligible.
Autism Victoria is currently pursuing further clarity around the new arrangements

and if changes occur to the current eligibility Autism Victoria will advis e all
families via its networks and a special  eSpectrum bulletin.
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Australian Government

Department of Families,
Housing, Community Services
and Indigenous Affairs

Helping Children with
Autism package

*m.{fahcsia_ ov.au/autism
sd@fahcsia.gov.au

HELPING CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Changes to the eligibility criteria for children with an autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) accessing the early intervention funding
through the Helping Children with Autism package.

The Australian Government has revised the eligibility criteria for children
accessing the early intervention funding via the Early Intervention Service
Provider Panel.

The new eligibility criteria have been developed following extensive
feedback from parents, autism associations, service providers and
professionals. It will address the differing school start dates across states
and territories and ensure national consistency of eligibility for children
with an ASD.

The revised eligibility criteria for children accessing the early intervention
funding through the Helping Children with Autism package is as follows:

I All eligible children up to the age of six years will now have access to
the early intervention funding (regardless of whether or not they have
commenced school).

I From the childOs sixth birthday until they turn seven years of age
special consideration may be given which would allow continued
access to the funding. This will be determined by an Autism Advisor
on a case-by-case basis.

This change is effective from 2 February 2009

Under the revised criteria, children who previously would have been
ineligible due to their attendance at school could now be eligible for up to
$12,000 in 2009 to access early intervention services.

The Autism Advisors in each state and territory will be provided with
updated guidelines for addressing priority of access and eligibility
requirements for families looking to access the package. Autism Advisors
will apply the criteria to children effective immediately and any questions
regarding eligibility requirements should be directed to the Autism Advisor
in your state or territory.

Families or services enquiring about revised eligibility should be notified
of these changes and directed to the Autism Advisor.

Further Information
For information please visit www.fahcsia.gov.au/autism or email
asd@fahcsia.gov.au

Improving the lives of Australians



MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

for Autism Victoria

Over the past few years it has become increasingly
obvious that there is the need to increase the voice
of the Autism Community in Victoria.

There is an ever increasing demand for services to
support families throughout the life journey
including greatly enhanced respite services, early
childhood support, increasing the range and type of
accommodation available and the need to establish
support mechanisms to ensure employment,
education and social integration are provided to all
people on the Autism Spectrum.

This will not come about without a greater
commitment from the Autism Community
particularly for the enhancement and
implementation of new programs.

Of particular note, is the position of Autism Victoria
that there is a clear and pressing need for not only
an increase in respite services but also the need to
enhance the quality, skills and knowledge of staff in
respite services around Autism Spectrum Disorders
and the appropriate support strategies. It has often
be noted by families that the use of respite is
fraught with risks given the often under skilled staff
employed in these homes. As a result families have
reported that their children are often quite
distressed after a respite break and families spend
considerable time and emotional energy trying to
calm their children down.

Increasingly respite services and the competency
and skills of staff have been seen as one of the
priorities for Autism Victoria over the next 4 years.

To achieve the goal of increasing the respite options
and enhancing the quality of support provided
Autism Victoria wishes to embark on a major
campaign to influence respite outcomes across
Victoria.

The goal will only be achieved by actively
encouraging families and individuals to join Autism
Victoria as members. For example if Autism Victoria
were to increase the current membership from 1,800
to 4,000 we would be able to establish one respite
home in a Regional centre each year. If that number
were to increase to 8,000 members we would be
acquiring one property each year in the
Metropolitan area.

Increasing our membership will allow for not only
the development of a Statewide network of respite
homes but through the increase in membership we
would also establish a significant voice in the
political arena. A political arena in which we would
be able to further promote the needs of families and

individuals within the Autism Spectrum community
in Victoria.

Over the next few editions of eSpectrum and the
Spectrum Magazine, Autism Victoria will discuss in
detail why membership is important and why an
increase in membership is critical for long term
service improvements to people with an Autism
Spectrum Disorder.

Autism Victoria will share with readers the various
options they may wish to consider to support this
membership drive and how by increasing
membership we, as a voice in the community, can
influence Government policy and service provision.

It is in our capable hands to determine the future of
service and support to people with Autism
Spectrum Disorder. The decisions we make over
these next few years will determine how successful
we have been.

With Thanks...

Autism Victoria would like to thank all of
those who sent well wishes on our
relocation! We are most appreciative.

"H#P%&' (‘H)*+,+#-(
To ensure that we can continue to provide up
to date information and offer families access
to resources and access to equipment, Autism
Victoria will be organizing a number of
fundraising events in the future.! We would
like to encourage families and individual
members to get involved in the fundraising
activities.! Through these events we also hope
to raise awareness.! Please stay posted for
future announcements about up and coming
fundraising events through e- spectrun and
Autism Victoria website.

Alternatively if you wish to host your own
fundraising event for Autism Victoria, we can
supply you with t-shirts, money tins and
collecting buckets etc.! Please contact Julie
at Advisor3@autismvictoria.org.aufor further

information.

Keep scrolling for more of
the eSpectrum!
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Olga Tennison

AUTISM RESEARCH CENTRE

AU S T R A L |

A

Tuesday 24
February
2009

8.30am! 4.30pm

Melbourne
Convention &
Exhibition Centre
2 Clarendon Street
Southbank,
Melbourne Victoria,
Australia

Registration: 8.30am
"#3%&'()$*+,-+&.$/011$+23%
from
9am4 4.30pm
Registration includes morning
and afternoon refreshments
and a light lunch.

ag(LA TROBE

UNIVERSITY

Professor Sally Rogers

from the M.I.N.D. Institute, UC Davis, USA introduces

The Early Start Denver Model:

Early Intervention for very young
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder

INTRODUCTORY

FORUM

Cost per person:

$150 for Family members,

Carers and
full time Students

$200 for professionals

All prices include GST

Bookings will close on

13 February 2009

or when the session is fully

booked.

Introductory Forum Description:

The course will describe the
theoretical and empirical
framework, curriculum and teaching
principles of the Early Start Denver
Model, a developmental, behavioral
and relationship-based intervention
program for infants and toddlers
with Autism Spectrum Disorder,
ages 12-60 months. Specific
teaching topics will address how to:
(a) administer and complete a
developmental assessment of
"#3%&' )+ #$$+$-'$*.+/01+%'-'$23+
individualised, developmentally-
appropriate teaching objectives; (c)
implement the ESDM teaching
practices and fidelity system to
evaluate technique use; and (d)
maintain data management and
address poor or limited child
progress, when needed.

Introductory Learning
Objectives:

At the end of the introductory
workshop, participants should be
able to: (a) discuss the origins,
scientific framework and teaching
practices of the Early Start Denver
Model; (b) utilise a systematic
curriculum aimed at developing an
individualised and comprehensive
intervention program; and  (c)
implement a defined set of teaching
practices to be integrated during
daily life routines for promoting child
learning across multiple areas of
development.




The following is a document from the Department of

Human Services which is developed for their staff

who work with people with an ASD and their
families. This has been included for you to read in
accordance with the Disability Act 2006 (The Act).

ANSWERS TO SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

Are people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

able to access supports from Disability Services?

The Disability Act 2006  (the Act) defines the target group
of people who can access disability services.

The definition of disability in the Act requires that a
person have a
I sensory, physical or neurological

impairment or acquired brain injury, or any
combination thereof:
o that is, or is likely to be permanent,
and
0 causes a substantially reduced
capacity in at least one of the areas of
self-care, self management, mobility
or communication, and
o requires significant ongoing or long
term episodic support, and
o is not related to ageing, or
I intellectual disability, or

I developmental delay.

ASD is considered to be a neurological impairment
and thus people with an ASD may be able to
access disability services funded through the
Department of Human Services (DHS).

Why does the Department of Human Services now

consider ASD to be classified as a neurological
impairment?

The Victorian State Government has made a commitment
to undertake further work to consider ways to support
people with ASD and to revise its policies as appropriate.
The growing evidence of literature in the scientific
community concerning ASD indicates that it is a
neurological impairment.

As a result of this growing body of evidence the Victorian
State Government now agrees that ASD is a neurological
impairment.

When will the change in these access arrangements

to disability services take place?

The Victorian government announced that ASD would be
considered a neurological impairment on 14 December
2008 and the change to access arrangements will occur
on this date. People who have previously been denied
support because they have an ASD with no other disability
should contact their local DHS region on 1800 783 783, if
they have a need for supports.

What type of information is required by Disability

Services when determining if a person is diagnosed

with ASD?  The Act does not require a person go through
a formal or standardised assessment prior to accessing
disability services. Information is gathered by staff to help
make a decision regarding target group status and this
will be as minimal as possible. Many people with ASD will
have information that confirms a diagnosis of ASD
through previous assessments. In line with current
practice, a multidisciplinary team is involved in making a

diagnosis of ASD. This multidisciplinary team is usually
made up of a speech pathologist, psychologist,
paediatrician or psychiatrist. The paediatrician or
psychiatrist provides a formal diagnosis from the
information provided by a range of health professionals,
family members and other key people such as teachers.
Staff from Disability Services will review the information
that is available when determining if a person has a
diagnosis of ASD and seek additional information if
required.

When can a person with ASD access supports?

When a person makes contact with DHS requesting
support, an initial information gathering process takes
place. At this stage, as part of the information gathering,
staff will make a determination regarding the
appropriateness of the disability service system to support
the person.

During this process, staff from DHS will also gather
information to determine if a person has a diagnosis of
ASD. At this time information is also collected about the
impact of the disability on the person. As outlined in the
Act the areas considered are:

o} that is, or is likely to be permanent,
and

0o causes a substantially reduced
capacity in at least one of the areas of
self-care, self management, mobility
or communication, and

0 requires significant ongoing or long
term episodic support, and
is not related to ageing.

Once a person is considered to be within target group for
disability services and meets the impact criteria, priority
of access criteria are applied. The priority of access
criteria are applied in recognition that there is a greater
demand for disability services than resources available.

People with a diagnosis of ASD are considered with all
other people who are within target group for disability
services when decisions are made regarding resource
allocation.

development of the Autism State Plan.
People with an ASD and their families who are prioritised

for disability supports can, however, access the range of
disability supports available.

Continued on page 9..
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..Continued from page 8

Is the government going to make any additional

funds available to support people with a diagnosis of

ASD?

The government has announced the allocation of $2.75
million to specifically support people with an ASD and their
families.

How will this funding be spent?

Funding will be provided to:

"I help families identify where to get help, which will
include better access to information, referral
processes, peer support groups and parent and
carer support groups ($250,000 over 2 years)

"I assist families and individuals with ASD with
planning coordination and case management
($500,000)

"I fund further training for disability support workers in
ASD issues to support families and individuals, to
undertake research in order to improve services and
to pilot improved assessment and early intervention
services ($2 million over 3 years)

All over these key areas were identified as through the
consultation process that was undertaken during the
How will this decision impact the Autism State Plan?

The Victorian State Government has been examining the
issues experienced by people with an ASD and their families
and networks. The development of the Autism State Plan is
being undertaken in conjunction with Autism Victoria, the
Department of Human Services, the Department of Premier
and Cabinet, and the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development, and will assist in determining the
most appropriate model of supports for people with an ASD.
It is anticipated that the Autism State Plan will be released
in mid 2009.

How can | find out further information about the

Autism State Plan?

Information about the Autism State Plan is available on the
DHS website at: http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/
auL&ms.ta.tﬂanAn.d.exﬁm or through Autism Victoria at

WWW. ismvi ria.or

How can | find out more information about disability
services?

Staff from DHS can make a time to discuss in more detail
with families and people with a disability the processes
related to a request for access to disability services.

If you would like to add an article or new service to the eSpectrum please
submit via email to Emma at advisor4@autismvictoria.org.au with

The Recent Announcement by the
Minister

on Autism Spectrum Disorders
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Stay tuned!
Next Edition:

Week beginning

OeSpectrumO in the subject line or phone 03 96571608.

23rd of February,
2009
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