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[bookmark: asdccp]Researchers – please read carefully 
This form should be used by researchers who would like to obtain access to the Autism Victoria database of families interested in participating in research projects.
Autism Victoria actively promotes Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) research and encourages parents and families to register their details as potential research participants. The following details on participants are collected:
· Date of birth
· Postcode
· Gender
· Diagnosis (Autism/Asperger’s Syndrome, Autism Spectrum Disorder, High functioning autism, PDD-NOS (pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified))
· IQ (High/>80, Medium/60-80, Low/<60)
· Verbal skills (no effective speech, limited speech, good verbal skills)
· Total number of siblings
· Number of siblings with an ASD
The Process: when a researcher lodges this request form, we forward details of your research project to suitable participants: it is up to them to contact you direct if they wish to be involved in your research project.
We do not verify the information submitted by research participants/participants’ parents.  It is an opt-out list – parents contact us if they wish to be removed from database. Individuals/parents are under no obligation to participate in a particular research project and must be permitted to withdraw at any time during the research period if they choose to.
Project Outcomes: we encourage an environment of mutual obligation between families and researchers and it is important that research participants are informed of research project outcomes. 
A condition of participation is that once complete, a copy of the results is made available to us as either a 2 page summary report or the full paper that we can make available to participants and members via the research area of the website. We may also publish an overview of your findings in The Spectrum magazine: this will not only inform participants of the outcome, but also encourage other families to become involved with research projects.
Privacy: Autism Victoria adheres to state and federal privacy regulations and laws.  Please note the following very carefully:
1. The information on the database is confidential, is to be used by the applicant and their research colleagues only.  It not to be used for any purpose other than the research project outlined in this application.
2. At the initial contact with the family/individual, the researcher must explain clearly that their details were provided by Autism Victoria from the details that they submitted when they became a research participant. Sometimes we find that families forget that they have registered for the research participant database, which can lead to confusion about where their personal details came from.

Please complete the following details, save the file and email to research@autismvictoria.org.au
	Research Project Topic
	

	Student/Researcher Name
	

	Institution Name
	

	Course Details
(Students include year level)
	

			Phone
	
	Mobile
	

			Email
	

		Faculty office – phone
	
	Faculty office – email
	

	Supervisor(s)/senior researcher: 			Name(s)
		Phone
		Email
	

	Research Project Details: 
Outline your hypothesis/rationale and, basic research methodology 
(Max 100 words)
	





			Project start:
	
	Project finish:
	

	Are you seeking research participants?		Yes:
	
	No:
	

	If Yes provide details of subjects required:
	

			Birth date range
	From ___________	To______________

			Postcode range
	

			Gender
	Male_____ 	Female____	Both_____

			Diagnosis received
	Autism____	Asperger’s Syndrome _____	Autism Spectrum Disorder ___
High functioning autism ____	PDD-NOS_____

			IQ range
	High (>80)_____		     Medium (60-80)_____	 Low (<60)_____

			Verbal skills
	No effective speech _____	     Limited speech_____	 Good verbal skills_____

	Undertaking: I/we confirm that the above details are correct, are approved by my/our supervisor (and any institutional ethics process), undertake to forward to Autism Victoria a copy of the paper resulting from the above research project upon completion (or a two page summary of findings if more practicable), and give permission for Autism Victoria to place this in their library for general access, and to publish an overview of the project in an issue of The Spectrum magazine.
I/we also hereby agree that the information from the research participant database will only be used in relation to this research project, that it will be protected and kept safe at all times and that it will not be passed onto any other third party or used for any other purpose.
Signed________________________________________________   Date____________
Signed________________________________________________   Date____________
Signed________________________________________________   Date____________


Please complete, save and email to research@autismvictoria.org.au
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