To Hon. Bronwyn Pike                                                                                                                                           Minister for Education,                                                                                                                                                            Skills and Workplace Participation                                                                                                                                         146-148 Peel Street 
North Melbourne VIC 3051                                                                                                                                           
(insert date)
The Hon. Bronwyn Pike

I am writing this letter to seek your support for improved services and funding levels for individuals and families with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
Recently Autism Victoria sent you a position paper and called for your endorsement and support for the recommendations made in the paper titled “WHOLE OF LIFE: A More Effective System for People with Autism Spectrum Disorders”.  

As I am sure you are aware over the years there have been a number of concerns raised by parents that relate to the issues confronting families of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and their relationship with and in mainstream schools.

It has been a policy position of the current State Government to encourage and support an integrated school system wherever possible and although this is, in principle, an excellent approach there is a need for more to be done to support the integration of students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

In response to these concerns, Autism Victoria and its members have developed a broad a position paper.  The position paper details a range of actions that cover the whole of life of a person with Autism Spectrum Disorders and also focuses on initiatives for implementation in the school system.  

Apart from the need to enhance outcomes within the school system the most current research indicates that 1 child in 100 is now being diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder and clearly this suggests there is both a moral and economic need to develop better and more effective support programs.

The position paper developed by Autism Victoria contains a total of 26 recommendations all of which have been costed and are in line with the Autism State Plan and encompass the life span of a person with an Autism Spectrum Disorder.
As the Minister for Education, Skills and Workplace Participation, I look to you to provide leadership on this matter and through adoption of the recommendations that relate to the education system we would be able to lay claim to world’s best practice.

In this light and as a (family/carer/person) (of/with) Autism Spectrum Disorder we call on you, to show your support for the recommendations in the position paper.

Yours Sincerely

(name of author)

