The Hon. John Lenders
Treasurer

Member of Parliament

Level 4, 1 Treasury place,

MELBOURNE 3000

(Insert date)

The Hon. John Lenders

I am writing this letter to seek your support for improved services and funding levels for individuals and families with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

Recently Autism Victoria sent you a position paper and called for your endorsement and support for the recommendations made in the paper titled “WHOLE OF LIFE: A More Effective System for People with Autism Spectrum Disorders”.  

Given the increasing rates of diagnosis and the expected financial burden of care for people with Autism Spectrum Disorders it is imperative Government take a whole of life approach. Research studies in Australia, America and the United Kingdom have put the lifetime cost at around USD3.5 to 5 million per person. Given the Australia rate of Autism Spectrum Disorder is estimated at 1 in every 160 people the cost implications for the State cannot be ignored.
Autism Victoria and their members have prepared the position paper outlining how to best support people using an ‘early intervention’ and ‘whole of life’ approach. Considering the success early intervention has had if the recommendations of the position paper are adopted and funded people with Autism Spectrum Disorders will have a far better quality of life, increased independence and will lessen the financial burden on the state.
Many people have generously given of their time to ensure that the recommendations are as comprehensive as possible. With this in mind I am seeking your commitment as Treasurer and that of all members of Parliament to support and implement the recommendations addressing the concerns of families and carers in a bipartisan manner.
As a family with a child with Autism Spectrum Disorder we call on you, the Treasurer, to show your support through the election process, for funding of recommendations in the “WHOLE OF LIFE: A More Effective System for People with Autism Spectrum Disorders” position paper.
Yours sincerely
(name of Author)
